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These are the opening words of a famous song from 
the World War II period, made famous by the singer 

Bing Crosby. It is inspired by the situation of soldiers who 
are far away from home at Christmas time and expresses 
their desire and longing to be with their families. Christmas 
time is a special time for families to be together. Besides 
being a religious occasion for many people, it is primarily 
a family event for those who observe it. And so the song, 
sung from the point of view of a soldier away from home, 
ends on a melancholy note: “I’ll be home for Christmas… 
if only in my dreams!”

Over the years, most, if not all of our N.E.S.T. boarding 
students, used to go home for Christmas. Only those 
stayed behind who could not afford to travel to their home 
countries, but it was never the case that students couldn’t 
go home because home is no longer there or because it 
was too dangerous to go home. Almost all of our Syrian 
boarding students, who now constitute the majority of our 
student body, will not be going home for Christmas, either 
because their families have been displaced or because it 
is too unsafe to travel there and back. In many parts of 
Syria a civil, nay, an international war is raging. N.E.S.T. 
has become their home away from home. Perhaps those 
who cannot go home for Christmas understand the gospel 
story and appropriate it better than the rest of us who are 
home, or who are able to go home, for Christmas. For the 
gospel Christmas story clearly tells us that Jesus was not 
home for Christmas! His own birth was not at home, but 
somewhere else, on the road, and it was not under normal 
and pleasant circumstances. Jesus was not born during a 
family vacation touring ancient Palestine! His family had 
not made reservations at any inn; in fact they were turned 
out because “there was no room for them in the inn.” And 
soon after his birth, they couldn’t return to their home 
village, but had to flee the home country altogether to seek 

asylum in Egypt, again, because the political authority - 
the state - sought to destroy the new born baby. Not only 
the first Christmas, but several other ones - we are not sure 
how many - were not celebrated at home. 

The most important thing about Christmas is not to 
make sure that people get home for it; the point is not 
to be in some place  for Christmas, so that we yearn, in 
a sentimental and wistful way, as the song does, “I’ll be 
home for Christmas, if only in my dreams”. The point of 
Christmas is to be with Christ. He is our home, and home 
is where he is. 

And where is Christ? 
The gospel tells us very clearly where you are always 

sure to find Christ:
for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and 
you gave me drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, 
I was naked and you clothed me, I was sick and you visited 
me, I was in prison and you came to me. (Mt. 25: 35-36)

You’ll be home for Christmas, if you are with the least 
of Christ’s brethren!

 

“I’ll be Home for Christmas”?

Merry Christmas!





3NEST

“Pastoring in Times of Crisis and War”

The annual Continuing 
Education Seminar, which 

is organized for our N.E.S.T alumni, was 
combined with a training workshop for 
Iraqi and Syrian lay leaders and was held 
from June 29-July 3, 2015.  The aim of 
this joint program was to support all those 
who are ministering in the churches of 
Iraq, Syria and Lebanon, whether they be 
pastors or lay leaders, during the difficult 
days that our region is experiencing. The 
seminar program was divided into two 
parts. In the first part the focus was on 
those who were ministering, and on how to 
cope with the psychological and spiritual 
difficulties that they were passing through 
and with the traumas their congregations 
were facing. In the second part, the focus 
was on learning how to help others who 
were going through traumatic experiences. 

The two main speakers were the Rev. 
Dr. Alan Baroodi, Pastor of St. Andrew 
Presbyterian Church in Texas, a specialist 
in counseling and psychological care, and 
Rev. Dr. Laurie Kraus, coordinator of the 
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance program 
of the Presbyterian Church (USA). But 
there were also sessions led by local 
speakers from our own faculty, the alumni, 
and the Iraqi and Syrian participants.

About 40 persons attended the seminar 
daily: 12 from Iraq, 10 from Syria, 2 from 
Jordan and the rest from Lebanon. The 
training seminar was a blessing for all 
who participated. The evaluations given at 
the end of the seminar were very positive.

Many thanks to our N.E.S.T. partner, 
The Outreach Foundation, without 
whose support the event could not have 
taken place.

A. Baroodi

L. Kraus

Participants
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The president of N.E.S.T. was nominated by Hartford Seminary’s president, Prof. Heidi Hadsell, to 
be a participant in the US President’s Fifth Interfaith and Community Service Campus Challenge 

gathering from Sept. 9-11, 2015, at the White House and Howard University in Washington, D. C.  
President Obama had launched this initiative in 2010 as a challenge to universities, colleges and 
seminaries in the US to integrate interfaith engagement and community service in their activities and 
curricula. For the first time this year international guests were invited to take part in this gathering in 
order to introduce them to what US universities and seminaries are doing, and also in order to hear 
from them about their own experiences and views on the initiative. N.E.S.T. was the only Christian 
institution to be invited from the whole Middle East. Dr. Sabra spoke about N.E.S.T.’s activities 
of Christian-Muslim dialogue and relations. Some 400 universities, colleges and seminaries were 
involved in the meeting. 

N.E.S.T.

at White House Interfaith Meeting
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In collaboration with the Arab Baptist Theological 
Seminary, the Bible Society of Lebanon and the 

National Evangelical Church in Beirut, N.E.S.T. 
organized and hosted one day of the conference 
held on the occasion of the 150th anniversary of 
what is known as the Bustani-van Dyck Arabic 
Bible, on Nov. 2-3, 2015. Several lectures were 
held at the Seminary. We were honored also to 
have with us, as a lecturer, a former student at 
N.E.S.T., Prof. Lamin Sanneh, now Professor of 
World Christianity at Yale Divinity School. The 

event was also in collaboration with the Anis 
Makdisi Program for Literature at the American 
University of Beirut, where Dr. Ameen Rihani, 
lectured on the Arabic Bible translations and 
their effect on the Arab Renaissance of the 19th 
century. The second day was held at ABTS, with 
panel discussions on various aspects of the Arabic 
translation. A small exhibition of the manuscripts 
of the Bible translation as well as pictures and 
other tools used by the 19th century translators 
was held at N.E.S.T. for one day.

150th Anniversary

of the Arabic Bible 

Translation (1865-2015)

Prof. Lamin Sanneh

Visiting the Exhibition

Panel at ABTS

Dr. Awwad at ABTS
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“On Saturday (Oct. 10), we all got on a 
big bus and drove up into the peaceful 

mountains, away from the bustling city and 
academic corridors of N.E.S.T., for our one-
day fall retreat. There, we looked at God’s 
Word about the body of Christ and what it 
means to be a community made of up different 
but complementary members. We sat in small 
groups and over lunch we shared what each 
of us could offer to this community, and what 
each of us could learn from the others. We 
realized that together - and only together - 
could we face challenges that might otherwise 
overwhelm us. And we discovered afresh that 
through the gifts that God has given each of 
us, whether long-term teacher or brand new 
student, we could build each other up to 
become servants of Christ for each other, for 
our churches, and for the world.”

One Day Retreat
By Peter Ford

Retreat in Dhour Shweir Conference Center

Under the title “The ‘Other’ in Religious Education in Lebanon”, the Encounter of Christian and 
Muslim Religious Faculties and Colleges in Lebanon - an association of 14 Christian and Muslim 

religious colleges, faculties and seminaries, and of which N.E.S.T. is a founding member, organized a 
one-day conference at the Sagesse University, Beirut, on Nov. 28, 2015. Two N.E.S.T. professors (Awwad 
and Sabra), along with 5 students participated in the whole-day meeting. Dr. Sabra gave a short talk on the 
“Other” in our institution in terms of curriculum, students, and faculty members. Our students then took 
part in small group discussions with other Muslim and Christian students from other institutions.  It was a 
very successful dialogical event in that people got to know each other better, and our students gained some 
experience in interfaith discussions.

Students and Faculty at

Christian-Muslim

Dialogue Activity
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Sixty-six persons participated in the 
training. Ms. Geotcherian, the Director 
of the CERC reported that it was so 
encouraging to see the passion of the 
participants to learn more and become 
better Sunday School teachers.  The topics 
covered were: “Digital Native Children 
on the Road to Emmaus” and “Christian 
Education in Times of War and Crisis.”

Spiritual Counseling based on Biblical 
stories with Rev. Agnete Holm from 
Danmission was held on November 21, 
2015.

Resource Center Activities

September 26, 2015.

JOY OF SUNDAY SCHOOL VIII 

BIBLIODRAMA VI
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The latest addition to the N.E.S.T. 
building was the 8th floor. It 

was completed in the spring and the 
summer by using part of a donation 
given to N.E.S.T. by the late Kamal 
Haddad (M. Div. ’93). Board members, 
students, faculty, staff, and members 
of the Haddad family attended a short 
ceremony on December 4 in which 
a tribute was paid to Kamal Salim 
Haddad and the unveiling of a plaque 
bearing his name took place on the 
8th floor. President Sabra delivered 
a short address in which he said that 
this was “an occasion to honor the 
memory of someone who refused 
to be honored and thanked publicly 
throughout his life. More than once, 
N.E.S.T. tried to do so…, but Kamal 
Haddad always refused. He never 
liked to draw attention to himself; 
he didn’t like public appearances 
and displays related to his person, 
but he was/is the biggest donor that 
N.E.S.T. ever had throughout its 146 
years of existence. No one person, 
no one church, no one organization 
has given more to N.E.S.T. than that 
humble, unassuming, quiet person 
who, for the last 22 years of his life, 
used to sit behind the circulation desk 
of the Library evening after evening, 
carrying out his duties most faithfully 
and most seriously.”

Inauguration of the 8th Floor

Touring the 8th floor

Unveiling the plaque

Prayer and Tribute to Kamal Haddad
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In connection with an invitation to lecture at the University of Münster within a series of lectures 
on interfaith issues in early July 2015, the Evangelical Mission in Solidarity (EMS), represented 
by Rev. Dr. Uwe Gräbe, and Dr. Claudia Rammelt of the “Friends of N.E.S.T. in Germany” 
organized for Dr. Sabra visits and lectures at the University of Bochum and also in Stuttgart from 
July 9-14. N.E.S.T. programs and offerings were advertised on every occasion, in the hope of 
increasing the number of students coming from Germany for this one-year program.

Promoting SiMO Program in Germany

Meeting with students in Bochum University

Preserving Protestant Heritage 

The “Preserving Protestant Heritage” program at N.E.S.T. has made 
an agreement with the representatives of the Society of Friends in 
Lebanon (Quakers) to scan and digitize their historical document 
and records pertaining to their history in Lebanon and the Near 
East. The work was undertaken by our library staff; it is now almost 
done. About 8371 pages have been scanned so far. The agreement 
stipulates that N.E.S.T. keeps a copy of these documents and returns 
the originals and a digital copy to the Society. 



10 NEST

Why I am at N.E.S.T.?

I   am Adon Na’aman, a Presbyterian from the 
Syrian city of Latakia. I have served in the church 

in youth work throughout my university studies in 
computer engineering and in parallel with my job 
in the same field later on. I served with joy and 
love, in spite of the heavy pressures of study and 
work. Helping young people, counseling them and 
trying to communicate to them the ideas of the 
Bible in a modern and relevant manner was a joyful 
experience. I felt myself called to live my love for 
others and to be a faithful servant to God, and to 
tell about God’s love to the world, for God sent us 
His word that we may have life and have it more 
abundantly.  Studying theology in an academic 
manner is part of fulfilling Jesus’ commandment 
to love God with all my mind, after spending many 
years loving Him from all my heart and soul in 
service. That’s why I came to N.E.S.T..

Adon

Yusef

New Students

My name is Yusef Khasho; I’m from the Presbyterian Church in 
Latakia. My decision to study theology is an old one that springs 

from my love for Christ and the church, and also from my increasing 
desire to serve the Lord. In my childhood I learned the evangelical 
faith from my grandfather, who was an elder in our church, and also 
from others in the church. And I was always convinced that I should 
serve, but it was not clear to me how I should do so until I finally felt 
genuinely called while still in the middle of my university studies. By 
that call I realized that I should dedicate myself completely to service 
in the church and devote myself to serving God and others. N.E.S.T. 
was the place to come to pursue this goal because of its high academic 
standards and its qualified teaching staff. 
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Natalie

My name is Natalie Jahn and I previously studied theology 
in Heidelberg, Germany. Since October, I am a SiMO-

Student at N.E.S.T.. For several months I thought about applying 
for an academic year at N.E.S.T.. Is Beirut, is N.E.S.T. a safe 
place to stay in view of the current political situation? Can I 
imagine to life in a community like N.E.S.T.? Do the courses 
offered here fit my fields of interest? 
I decided to take this step for several reasons. 
Islamic studies and Eastern Churches, the focus of my studies 
now, are topics I was already interested in Germany. Yet, these 
studies have only been a small part of my studies till now. At 
N.E.S.T. I have the possibility to focus on especially these topics. 
Furthermore, I don’t only study them; I can also experience them 
myself. N.E.S.T. offers the possibility of field trips which are a 
great opportunity to encounter Eastern Christians and Muslims. 
Thus, I get a practical understanding of practiced Christian and 
Muslim faith in Lebanon. 
Furthermore, I am interested in the Middle East, in its history 
as well as in its current politics. Although I knew before that 
the Middle East is a politically unstable region and although I 
experience it myself due to one explosion in Beirut last month, I 
still feel safe at N.E.S.T. and well taken care of. N.E.S.T. is both 
a safe and a unique place to discover a part of the Middle East. 
The N.E.S.T. community is not only a community of studying; it 
is a community of faith and finally it is a family.  
I am here since about two month by now, and my expectations 
have not only been fulfilled, they have been exceeded. I am 
grateful for being here and I am looking forward to the next 
months I am going to spend here!



VisitorsVisitors
The General Assembly of the Action Chrétienne en 

Orient (ACO), was held in Lebanon in the first week 
of October 2015. ACO is an associate Board Member 
at N.E.S.T., and they arranged for a visit to the 
Seminary to speak with and hear from our students. 
A meeting was arranged on Sunday October 12, in 
which N.E.S.T. students from Syria, Armenia and 
Palestine spoke about their experiences at N.E.S.T. 
and their future outlooks, and engaged in discussion 
with the visitors.

ACO Visitors

Students at meeting with ACO
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President Sabra visits Harvard Divinity School

The Rt. Rev. Samir Kafity, passed away on August 21, 2015 
in the United States of America. The late Bishop Kafity was 
an alumnus of N.E.S.T.; he graduated in 1957 with a Diploma 
in Theology, and he later served for a total of 23 years on the 
Board of Managers (1967-1976; 1984-1998). He was always 
concerned about the welfare and development of N.E.S.T. and 
supported it wholeheartedly. Our Seminary lost a faithful friend 
in his death. 

Sincerest condolences to his family and to the Most Rev. 
Archbishop Suheil Dawani. 

During his trip to partners and supporters in the USA 
in November 2015, which took him through several 

southern states, Dr. Sabra travelled also to Boston to 
meet with the Dean of Harvard Divinity School (HDS), 
Professor David Hempton. Laura Nasrallah, Professor 
of New Testament Studies at HDS, who had visited 
N.E.S.T. in the summer, arranged for that appointment. 
Besides introducing N.E.S.T. and advertising for the 
SiMO program at HDS, Dr. Sabra, Prof. Nasrallah and 
Dean Hempton were able to discuss what it means for 
a School of Divinity, like Harvard, to serve as both a 
seminary and a department of religious studies within a 
secular university, i.e., the integration of religious studies 
and theology – a topic that will become very important, 
if and when N.E.S.T. and Haigazian University move 
forward towards closer collaboration – a topic that is 
now on the Agenda of the Board of Managers. Sabra, Dean Hempton, Prof. Nasrallah
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Rev. Erich Ackermann

Abqaiq Protestant Fellowship

Action Chrétienne en Orient, France

Dr. & Mrs. Kamal Badr

Rev. Claudia Barth

Mr. Andrew M. Betts

Rev. Dr. & Mrs. Leonard Bjorkman

Ms. Beth J. Blackbird

Mrs. Lavina F. Block

Brookville Presbyterian Church, PA

Celtic Cross Presbyterian Church, Citrus Heights, CA

Church of Sweden

Mr. & Mrs. William G. Cobey

Rev. Fadi Elia Dagher and Family

Danmission, Denmark

Ms. Susan C. Davis

Rev. Dr. & Mrs. John D. Elder

Erin Presbyterian Church, Knoxvills, TN

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

Evangelische Kirche in Hessen und Nassau

Evangelische Kirchengemeinde Biedenkopf, Germany

Evangelisches Missionswerk Deutschland

Mr. & Mrs. Charles Warren Ferguson

Mr. Lois R. Ferguson

First Presbyterian Church, Monterey, CA

First Presbyterian Church, Napa, CA

First Presbyterian Church, San Anselmo, CA

First Presbyterian Church, Berkeley, CA

First Presbyterian Church Hayward, Castro Valley, CA

Dr. & Mrs. Harold Fisher

Fremont Presbyterian Church, Sacramento, CA

Mrs. Floyd D. Funk

Mr. & Mrs. Gary Gabrielson

German Embassy, Lebanon

Grosse Pointe Memorial Presbyterian Church, Grosse 

Pointe Farms, MI

Ms. Yvonne Y. Haddad

Dr. & Mrs. Raja Hajjar

Rev. Rebekka Herminghaus

Dr. & Mrs. Theodore Hiebert

ICCO & Kerk in Actie, Netherlands

Revs. Arne & Ingeborg Kappelgaard

Dr. Friedemann Kastner

Thank You!

Donors October 2014- September 2015
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Katholische Kirchengemeinde Biedenkopf, Germany

Dr. & Mrs. Ray Kiely

Mr. Gary Braithwaite and Dr. Melissa Kirkpatrick

«Lebanon Circle of Friends» in Hessen and Nassau Church, 

Germany

Ms. Mary Livingston

Mr. & Mrs. Yousef I. Makdisi

Rev. Edgar McCall

Rev.  & Mrs. Vincent Mok

Moraga Valley Presbyterian Church, CA

Dr. & Mrs. Raja T. Nasr

Mrs. Winfired S. Nucho

Old First Presbyterian Church, San Francisco, CA

Otto per Mille (Chiesa Valdese), Rome, Italy

Outreach Foundation, Franklin, TN

Ms. M. Agnes Peebles

Ms. Helen E. Petrill

Presbyterian Church of Canada

Presbyterian Church of Los Gatos, CA

Rev. Gunhild Riemenschneider

Dr. & Mrs. Amin F. Sabra

Dr. & Mrs. Nabeel B. Saoud

Dr. Doris V. Schoon

Ms. Martelle O. Scott

Second Presbyterian Church, Saginaw, MI

Rev. & Mrs. Hendrik Shanazari

Rev. & Mrs. Kenneth W. Smith

Revs. Kenneth & Margaret Thomas

Rev. Susan C. Thomas

Rev. Dr. Nuhad Tomeh

Mrs. Mary L. Toy

Mr. & Mrs. Donn Trautman

United Church of Christ and Christian Church, USA

United Presbyterian Church, Los Alamos, NM

Dr. & Mrs. John Waterbury

Mr. John M. Weir

Mr. Kurt Werthmuller

Westminster Presbyterian Church, Albany, NY

Ms. Dorothy Wilcox

Mr. Saba El Yousef



We continue to depend on your prayers and support.  Our ministry is indeed your ministry. You can 
continue to support us in any of the following ways:

• Through the PC (USA)
Make your checks payable to: Presbyterian Church (USA)

Indicate on your check: For deposit to ECO 862612 (N.E.S.T., Beirut)

Mail your contribution to: Presbyterian Church (USA)

 P.O. Box 643700 Pittsburgh, PA 15264-3700

You will receive a receipt from the office in Louisville for your tax-deductible contribution.
You will  also receive a letter of thanks from the President of N.E.S.T..

• Direct checks in the name of N.E.S.T.:
    Near East School of Theology
    P.O. Box 13-5780 Chouran
     Beirut 1102-2070 
    Lebanon
• Bank wire transfers:
Byblos Bank, Bliss Branch - Beirut, Lebanon
Account Name: Near East School of Theology
Byblos Bank Swift Code: BYBALBBX
Account #: 475-2100883-008 for Dollars Transfers
Account #: 475-2100883-009 for Euro Transfers
IBAN: LB43003900000004752100883008 for Dollars Transfers
            LB16003900000004752100883009 for Euro Transfer

 Near East School of Theology
P.O. Box 13-5780 Chouran
Beirut 1102-2070
Lebanon

Your contribution is deeply appreciated

If you would like to receive this newsletter electronically, please send us your e-mail address.


