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2017 marks the 85th anniversary of the 
founding of the Near East School of 

Theology. On the 11th of November 1932, the first 
Convocation Service was held in the Anglo-American 
Church (today the National Evangelical Church of 
Beirut), and it marked the official ceremony that 
celebrated the merger of the Beirut School for 
Religious Workers with the School of Religion 
in Athens in the new institution: N.E.S.T.  More 
than 400 men and women have graduated from 
N.E.S.T. in the past 85 years, serving as 
pastors, educators, church workers in Arab 
Presbyterian, Armenian Evangelical, 
Episcopal and Lutheran congregations 
and schools all over the region as 
well in other parts of the world.  As 
Rev. Fadi Dagher, Chairperson of 
the Board of Managers, said on the 
occasion: “Throughout its history, 
N.E.S.T. played an important part 
in the founding of the ecumenical 
movement in the Middle East through its leading 
role in establishing an association of theological 
institutes for all Christian traditions in the 1960s, 
long before the founding of the Middle East Council 
of Churches. N.E.S.T. also played, and continues to 
play, an important role in furthering and promoting  
Christian-Muslim dialogue and relations through its 
many activities and initiatives. But N.E.S.T. chose to 
celebrate the 85th anniversary, not by speeches and 
receptions or production of memorabilia and medals, 

but by the production of the first ever Arabic translation 
of John Calvin’s Institutes of the Christian Religion.” In 
an event held on November 11, 2017, N.E.S.T., jointly 
with the publishing House Dar Manhal al-Hayat, 
launched the two-volume Arabic text of the great 

French Reformer, John Calvin.  

The work took 9 years to complete; 
several translators were involved, as well 
as a team of Arabic language correctors 

and research assistants. I had the privilege 
of being the editor of the whole work, and 

I would like to share with our readers what I 
said at the very end of my talk in introducing 

the new publication: “The credit for this great 
achievement does not go to one person, not 

even to several persons who collaborated in 
its production; this is an accomplishment of 

the Near East School of Theology! I am certain 
that 100 years from now when our successors 
celebrate the 185th 

anniversary of  N.E.S.T.   
and they enumerate the most 

important 5 accomplishments 
of this institution in its 185 
years, the translation of 
Calvin’s Institutes into Arabic 
will be one of them. But, 
as Calvin himself, ends his 
voluminous work: “To God 
alone be glory.”

From The President

e Anglo-American
ical Church of 
eremony that 
t School for 
of Religion 
.S.T.  More 
uated from

with the publishing H
launched the two-volu

French Refo

The work
several trans
as a team o

research 
ing the e
ld like to
the very

w publica
ment do
several 

uction; th

radu
ervi
rs in A
ngel
gati
ion 
d.  A
n o

n the 
ory, 

part 
menical 
hrough its leading 
iation of theological

its produ
the Near E

that 100 y
celebrate 

anniversary
and they enu

uated from
ng as 
Arab
ical,
ons
as

As 
of 

and r
of bei

I woul
said at 

the new
achievem

even to 
its produ

John Calvin and NEST’s 85th Anniversary

Rev. F. Dagher



2 NEST

Commencement 2017

The 85th Commencement took place on June 10, 2017. In a worship 
service attended by students, faculty, staff and members of the wider 
Protestant community, Rev. Nishan Bakalian, of the Union of Armenian 
Evangelical Churches in the Near East, delivered an inspiring message 
under the title, “The Call to be Small”. Three students graduated: Rola Al-
Ashkar, Navina Thompson (Diploma in Theological Studies) and Aram 
Babajanyan (Master of Divinity). Rola, who pursued her theological 
studies alongside her full time job, went on to work at A.U.B. Navina, 
a resident of Abu Dhabi, is pursuing her theological and ministerial 
training, and she is on the track of ordination in the Anglican Diocese of 
Cyprus and the Gulf. Aram went back to Armenia to serve as pastor of 
an Armenian Evangelical congregation.

    Rola Al-Ashkar Navina Thompson Aram Babajanyan

Rev. Nishan Bakalian

The Opening Convocation Service was held on October 1, 
attended by all students, faculty members, staff and some 
members of the Board. New students and faculty members 
were introduced.

The speaker was Board Member and President of Haigazian 
University, Rev. Dr. Paul Haidostian (M. Div. ’87). 

Opening Convocation 
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Seminar Participants

Day Trip Working Session

Resource Center Activities

“Empowered By God” was the theme of a workshop 
organized by the Resource Center at N.E.S.T. for 
Evangelical women from the Middle East from 
August 28 - Sept 1, 2017. The event brought together 
9 women from the churches in Iraq, 13 from Syria and 
14 from Lebanon for fellowship and creating bonds 
of sisterhood. They learned from each other as they 
listened to each other’s stories. The aim was also to 

empower the women to discover their God-given gifts 
and talents to help them in their ministries in church 
and community in this dark period in the Middle East 
where millions of people are suffering the calamities 
of war, destruction and displacement.  Ten speakers 
and two worship leaders were invited, bringing their 
expertise and enriching the seminar.
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The annual Sunday School Teachers’ training seminar took place on Saturday September 30, 2017. There were 65 
participants who eagerly came for the training; it was so encouraging to see their passion to learn more and become 
better Sunday School teachers. The theme for this training was “CREATIVE THINKING: Different Approaches to 
Teaching the Bible. The event was a hands-on experiential training. 

Joy of Sunday School 

Rev. Agnete Holm of DanMission conducted 
a session of what is known as Bibliodrama - 
a special program that explores the spiritual 
journey of believers on an individual level.

Bibliodrama VIII
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This past summer the N.E.S.T. Library Archives, 
Special Collections, and Rare Book Room underwent 
a complete renovation. The renovation involved the 
installation of mobile shelving, a comprehensive 
fire prevention system, and a dehumidifier for 
climate control. The room houses 293 manuscripts, 
approximately 1,900 archival items, 55 maps, over 200 
photographs, and an extensive collection of 19th and 20th 
century Rare Books that comprise the majority of the 
N.E.S.T. Library Special Collection. 

The installation of mobile shelves in the Archive 
Room more than doubled the space for our usage, and 
the installation of mobile shelves in the periodicals area 
in the reading room of the Library more than tripled the 
space that can be used. Temporarily, perhaps for the 
next couple of years or so, we have solved the problem 
of space for books in the Library.

Library 

Undergoes 

Major 

Renovation

Rare Book Room
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NEST Retreat
The annual retreat of the Seminary took place at the 

end of October in the Evangelical conference center of 
Dhour Shweir. Thirty-two students and faculty spent 
the weekend in gatherings of prayer, discussion and 
reflection. The theme of the Retreat was “Unplugging 
the Lord’s Prayer”. Also part of the program was a visit 
to the nearby Greek Orthodox Monastery of St. Elijah, 
where the group was received by a young monk and 
given a tour of the monastery and the church. A longer 
walk took the group to the Greek Catholic Monastery 
of St. John the Baptist in Khinchara where a guided 
tour was given to the historic printing press and the 
ancient church of the Monastery. 

 Walk to neighboring monastery

NEST Retreaters

Discussion and prayer
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Continuing Education Seminar

The Continuing Education program for 
summer 2017 was held from September 4-6, 
and its theme was “The Book of Job: A Sufferer 
in the Middle East”. Around 26 alumni and 
other participants spent 3 days at N.E.S.T. 
taking part in a seminar that addressed 
different aspects of the history and theology of 
the Book of Job.The main speaker was Prof. 
Theodore (Ted) Hiebert, Francis A. McGraw 
Professor of Old Testament, and Dean of the 
Faculty and Vice President for Academic 
Affairs at McCormick Theological Seminary, 
USA. He delivered 6 basic presentations 
that covered the most important aspects and 
ideas for the study and interpretation of Job. 
We also heard about Job in the Qur’an and 
Islamic tradition from Sheikh Mohammed 
Hijazi, and the participants were able to 
compare and contrast the accounts of Job in 
the two Scriptures. The program was highly 
appreciated by all who attended.

Continuing Education Group

Morning Prayer

 Sheikh Mohammad Hijazi Prof. Ted Hiebert
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New Faculty 

Member

The Rev. Hedda Klip Boersma joined our 

faculty in October 2017 as Instructor in 

Hebrew and Old Testament Studies. Rev. Klip, 

a Dutch citizen, is no stranger to N.E.S.T. She 

was a Visiting Instructor two years ago for 

one semester, but she is back now on a longer 

term basis. Hedda is seconded by the Church 

of Scotland.  

 Hedda Klip

The Evangelical Lutheran Church of Jordan and the 

Holy Land (ELCJHL) organized a major conference at the 

end of September to commemorate the 500th anniversary 

of the Protestant Reformation. The meeting was held 

from the 26th to the 28th of September in Amman, Jordan. 

N.E.S.T. was invited as an institution. Thus, 3 faculty 

members along with 5 students travelled to Jordan in late 

September to attend the meeting. The conference was a 

great occasion to meet with leaders and representatives of 

other Protestant and Evangelical Churches in the region, 

to listen to important lectures and discussions, but above 

all it was a unique experience for our N.E.S.T. students 

to be exposed to the Evangelical world of the Middle 

East and to get a first hand exposure to serious scholarly 

discussions. It was also a happy occasion to meet with 

many N.E.S.T. alumni from Jordan and elsewhere in the 

region.

Reformation Conference in Amman

Participants

Opening Session

 NEST alumni
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Study Seminar for Dutch Pastors

With Syriac Orthodox Bishop

Visit to Mosque

In cooperation with the Protestant Theological University 
in Amsterdam and the Institute for Eastern Christian Studies 
in Nijmegen, N.E.S.T. organized a continuing education 
course for Pastors from the Protestant Church in the 
Netherlands. Fourteen pastors from the different parts of the 
Church and country spent 10 days at N.E.S.T. at the end of 
June. They attended lectures on the churches of the Middle 
East and their current situation given by faculty members 
and guests. They also visited the different churches and met 

with members of the communities. Dr. Rima Nasrallah van 
Saane was the coordinator and main executor of the program 
from our side, but faculty members Dr. Sabra and Rev. Badr 
were also involved in the presentations.

Upon returning to the Netherlands the pastors wrote short 
papers, blogs about the trip and reports for local newspapers. 
All were very positive about their trip and about what 
N.E.S.T. offered.
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N.E.S.T. Community Plants Trees in the Beka’a

On Nov. 22, the Independence Day 

Holiday, a group of 18 students along 

with faculty members Dr. Rima Nasrallah 

van Saane and Rev. Hedda Klip and some 

staff members made a trip to the village 

of Mikseh in the Bika’a area where they 

took part in the activity of tree planting. 

The activity was in collaboration with 

the ecological organization: “ARocha – 

Christians in Conservation.” The group 

from N.E.S.T. planted over 120 trees 

in one day. The activity was part of the 

Seminary’s educational and spiritual 

mission of fostering ecological awareness 

and environmental conservation as part of 

care for God’s creation.
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A group of women from the 

Outreach Foundation, on their 

way to a Women’s Meeting in 

the conference center of Dhour 

Shweir, stopped for a visit on July 

19. Led by longtime friend and 

supporter of N.E.S.T., Marilyn 

Borst, the group spent half a day 

at the Seminary, learning about 

its work and mission. Among 

the visitors was Mrs. Martha 

Erinsman, member of the staff 

at Moraga Valley Presbyterian 

Church, CA.  -  a church that 

has been a great supporter of 

N.E.S.T.’s mission in this part of 

the world.

Outreach Foundation 

Archbishop Bishop
Suheil Dawani 

Outreach Visitors

Visitors

On Nov 17, Most Rev.’d Suheil Dawani (B. Th. ’75), 

Anglican Archbishop in Jerusalem, Bishop of the 

Episcopal Diocese of Jerusalem, visited the Seminary, 

along with Rev. Fuad Dagher (B. Th. ’99). The Episcopal 

Church is co-owner of N.E.S.T. and Member of the 

Board of Managers. Archbishop Dawani was informed 

by President Sabra about the latest developments in the 

Seminary, and His Grace expressed full support for the 

institution and its mission.

Rev. Dagher, 

Archbishop Dawani, 

Dr. Sabra
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Two visits from DanMission took place in October and 

November. The first consisted of a group of DanMission Youth 

who were on a trip to Lebanon to experience religious diversity 

in the country and to be acquainted with interreligious work 

that DanMission supports. The group listened to Dr. Sabra on 

“Religion in Lebanon and Christian-Muslim Relations.” 

The second visit was that of a study 

trip of a group organized by DanMission. 

A group of pastors and laypersons 

from the northern part Denmark spent 

a week in Lebanon meeting heads of 

churches and Islamic communities, as 

well members of parliament and other 

leaders of inter-religious dialogue. The 

first day was spent at NEST, where they 

listened to Dr. Sabra on “The History and 

Theology of Churches in Lebanon”, and 

to Ms. Shaké Geotcherian, Director of the 

Resource Center, on work of the Center 

with the local churches. The group led the 

daily chapel service and had lunch with 

students and faculty.

Session with DanMission Youth

  Dr. Sabra addressing Danish study group

 With Ms. Shaké Geotcherian, 

Director of Resource Center  DanMission group in Chapel

DanMission
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Anglican Group Visit

A group of 16 Anglican clergy and lay persons from 
the U.K. spent 8 days in Lebanon on a study visit. The 
aim was to have an introduction to Eastern Churches 
in Lebanon and the region and to the situation of 
Christian-Muslim Relations. N.E.S.T. was asked to 
provide the introductory lectures to both topics. So 
the group spent the morning of Sept. 12 listening to 
and discussing with professors Nasrallah, Ford and 
Sabra. 

Churches
for Middle East Peace

A delegation from Churches for Middle East Peace 

headed by the new Executive Driector Rev. Mae Elise 

Canon visited Lebanon in November. The group included 

Nate Hosler, Chair of the Board and Pastor of the Church 

of the Brethren; Reggie Smith, director of social justice 

and race relations for the Christian Reformed Church; 

and Shannon Jammal Hollemons, collaborative program 

Developer in the Office of Social Justice of justice in the 

Christian Reformed Church. The delegation met with 

President Sabra to hear about N.E.S.T. and its work.  

Smith, Sabra, Hosler, Jammal and Canon

It is with sadness that the N.E.S.T. community received the news of the 
passing away of the Rev. Cornelius Baart, former Associate Prof. of 
Biblical Studies, on November 25, 2017. Rev. Baart was a minister in the 
Protestant Church in the Netherlands for 60 years. He also served on the 
faculty in N.E.S.T. at two different periods: from 1971-1978, and then 
again from 1987-1994. He was seconded by the Action Chrétienne en 
Orient and the Dutch GZB mission organization. Cornelius and his wife 
Gertrude were well-loved by all those who knew them. Many students 
who passed under him remember how he used to devote special attention 
to each and every student, and how he helped students to acquire good 
reference works for their personal libraries.

N.E.S.T. extends its sincerest condolences to his widow, and 
to all family members.

“The eternal God is your dwelling place, and underneath 
are the everlasting arms.” (Dt. 33:27)

Cornelius Baart
(1927-2017)



14 NEST

Thank You!
      October 2015 - September 2016DONORS: OCTOBER 2016 - SEPTEMBER 2017

Abqaiq Protestant Fellowship

Action Chrétienne en Orient, France

Alpharetta Presbyterian Church, GA

Rev. Nick & Mrs. Betty Athanasiadis

Awareness Foundation

Rev. Drs. Betty Jane and J. Martin Bailey

Rev. Claudia Barth

Rev. Dr. & Mrs. Leonard Bjorkman

Ms. Beth J. Blackbird

Mr. Zuhair Boulos

Bryn Mawr Presbyterian Church, PA

Christian Aware

Christusgemeente, Antwerp, Belgium

Church of Sweden

Cultural Dept., German Embassy, Lebanon

Danmission, Denmark

Mr. John Daoud

Davidson College Presbyterian Church, NC

Mr. Robert Davies

Ms. Susan C. Davis

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

Evangelische Kirche in Deutschland

Evangelische Missionswerk Deutschland

Drs. Karim & Leila Fawaz

First Presbyterian Church, Berkeley, CA

First Presbyterian Church, Monterey, CA

First Presbyterian Church, Napa, CA

First Presbyterian Church, San Anselmo, CA

First Presbyterian Church, Santa Barbara, CA

First Presbyterian Church Hayward, Castro Valley, CA

Fondation pour l’aide au Protestantisme Réformé (FAP)

Rev. Garnett E. Foster

Fremont Presbyterian Church, Sacramento, CA

Mrs. Maxine J. Funk
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Mr. & Mrs. Gary Gabrielson

Rev. Mary W. Gillespie

Grosse Pointe Memorial Presbyterian Church, Grosse 
Pointe Farms, MI

Mrs. Melinda L. Hall

Rev. Edwin & Arpine’ Hanna Endowment

Dr. & Mrs. Hugh R. Harcourt

ICCO & Kerk in Actie, Netherlands

Dr. Ray Kiely

Mr. Gary Braithwaite and Dr. Melissa Kirkpatrick

Dr. & Mrs. Abraham Peter Kustermann

Mr. & Mrs. Yousef I. Makdisi

Ms. Jenean E. McKay

Rev.  & Mrs. Vincent Mok

Moraga Valley Presbyterian Church, CA

Dr. & Mrs. Raja T. Nasr

Old First Presbyterian Church, San Francisco, CA

Orient Congregational Church, NY

Outreach Foundation, Franklin, TN

Parish of Lichtkring, Netherlands

Ms. M. Agnes Peebles

Presbyterian Church of Canada

Presbyterian Church Foundation (USA), Jeffersonville, IN

Presbyterian Church of Ireland

Presbyterian Church of Los Gatos, CA

Rev. Nathaniel W. Royster

Mrs. Leila Saad

Ms. Grace Said

Dr. Doris V. Schoon

Second Presbyterian Church, Saginaw, MI

Revs. Kenneth & Margaret Thomas

United Church of Christ and Christian Church, USA

United Presbyterian Church, Los Alamos, NM

Drs. Hermann & Dorothea Vorlӓnder

Westminster Presbyterian Church, Albany, NY



We continue to depend on your prayers and support. Our ministry is indeed your ministry. You can 
continue to support us in any of the following ways:

• Through the PC (USA)
Make your checks payable to: Presbyterian Church (USA)

Indicate on your check: For deposit to ECO 862612 (N.E.S.T., Beirut)

Mail your contribution to: Presbyterian Church (USA)

 P.O. Box 643700 Pittsburgh, PA 15264-3700

You will receive a receipt from the office in Louisville for your tax-deductible contribution.
You will also receive a letter of thanks from the President of N.E.S.T..

• Direct checks in the name of N.E.S.T.:
    Near East School of Theology
    P.O. Box 13-5780 Chouran
     Beirut 1102-2070 
    Lebanon
• Bank wire transfers:
Byblos Bank, Bliss Branch - Beirut, Lebanon
Account Name: Near East School of Theology
Byblos Bank Swift Code: BYBALBBX
Account #: 475-2100883-008 for Dollars Transfers
Account #: 475-2100883-009 for Euro Transfers
IBAN: LB43003900000004752100883008 for Dollars Transfers
      LB16003900000004752100883009 for Euro Transfer

• Through: Global Ministries of the United Church of Christ and Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ)

Send check to: 
Dr. Peter E. Makari Executive, Middle East and Europe
Global Ministries of the United Church of Christ and Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)
700 Prospect Ave., #718, Cleveland, Ohio 44115 USA
Designate the gift for NEST in the Memo line

OR:
Payment online: http://www.globalministries.org/near_east_school_of_theology. 

 Near East School of Theology
P.O. Box 13-5780 Chouran
Beirut 1102-2070
Lebanon

Your contribution is deeply appreciated

If you would like to receive this newsletter electronically, please send us your e-mail address.


