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From The President
Charge to the Graduates

“Go forth into the (Real?) World…”

L

et me begin by congratulating you on your
achievement, dear graduates. You worked hard, you
have struggled, you have had good times and difficult
times, but you have finally made it. So, congratulations
on behalf of the faculty and the whole of the N.E.S.T.
community.

the point when you go, or go back, to the “real” world.
What has been your home for the last several years was
somehow not the real world, so you may think or be told;
the Seminary was a protected environment, a shielded,
artificial, ideal, cozy world which is divorced from the
“real” world.

The Commencement is the symbolic event after which
you are ready to go out to the world. Many of our Christian
worship services end with “And now go forth into the
world...”, and these words seem appropriate for students
graduating from a seminary. Many people will tell you,
perhaps you will be telling yourselves as well, that this is

You may hear, or may experience, something similar in
the move from the world of theology to the so-called “real
world”. And there is, no doubt, some truth in this. It is the
truth about the gap between ideas, theories, constructs,
doctrines on the one hand, and real situations, real fullblooded men and women you will encounter and have to
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deal with on the other. There is a gap and a difference
between thinking, acquiring knowledge, reflection (which
is what you do here) and actual being which is what
happens in the world.
But a theological seminary like ours is not an elementary
school or even a family atmosphere where children are
growing up and being nurtured. Here, in the Seminary,
you are actually very well-prepared for the so-called “real”
world. Living with and in the Bible, living in and learning
about church history, reflecting on what Christians believe
about the world, is all about the real world: the deformed,
distorted, corrupt reality that surrounds us, into which all
of us are born; it is all about sin and evil, and violence,
yes, at times in the name of God. The world of the Bible
is the real world of human depravity and perversity, of
human cruelty to other humans and to nature. You are
actually well-prepared for the “real” world, but that is not
ultimately the important point.
The important thing is neither the world of ideas nor the
so called “real” world, as people experience it; the decisive
and ultimately important thing is the world as willed by
God. You also learn about that here in the Seminary, in the
church, in scripture, in theology, and certainly in examples
and embodiments in history, but don’t expect God’s world
to be waiting to meet you as you step out of seminary. It is
what you have been called to witness to, to participate in
bringing about, in inaugurating.
What matters ultimately is the world as willed by God;

this is what Scripture calls the kingdom of God. It is the
world as God undergirds it, pervades it, disposes it, and
wants it. It is not the “real” world of the cynics and the
“realists” nor the “other world” of dreamers and escapists,
but God’s new world about which you have studied, for
which you and the whole church pray, to which you are
called to witness, and which you are called to manifest in
your lives and actions – this is the world that matters, this is
the world that you are called to go out to, and to serve – the
world where God is and will be king – the kingdom of God.
The world you are going out of the seminary to live and
work in is not the “real” world; it is a distorted, broken,
corrupted version of the real world willed by God for all
creation. The really real world is God’s world, a world
transformed by God’s love in Christ and the Holy Spirit,
the world that God created and continues to create by his
Word and Spirit through us who abide in His Word and
are filled with His Spirit. You have been in it since you
were baptized. You are incorporated into it by faith; you
commune with it in the Lord’s Supper. Continue to be in it
and to carry it with you, proclaim it, enact it, live and die
for it, wherever God calls you to serve. God’s world, the
real world, is the redeemed world, where love, joy, peace,
patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, self-control
reign, as the Apostle Paul reminds us.
So, go forth into the world and proclaim in word and
deed and your whole life the kingdom of God - God’s
“real” world.

Commencement 2016
The 84th Commencement Service took place on Saturday June 18.
Four students graduated. The speaker was Preacher Najla Kassab,
Director of Christian Education and of the Women’s Desk for the
National Evangelical Synod of Syria and Lebanon and one of the
leading women leaders in the Evangelical churches in the Middle
East. In her address, entitled “A VIP Seat”, which revolved around
Mk 10:35-45, Mrs. Kassab addressed the graduates saying: “You
might get distracted on the way with different paradigms of power
and status. Stay focused on the Jesus paradigm. Be a model for the
world and do not succumb easily to worldly values. Be a light and
trust that God will use you to change the world. The world needs
you as servant leaders. Maintain a balance between keeping up your
academic knowledge and growth, and spending time with people.
And if you have to choose between the two choose the people.”

Commencement Speaker Najla Kassab
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PUBLIC LECTURES 2016
January 14

March 17

The German Church

And The Refugee Crisis

The Christian Critique of Orientalism
Todd Thompson, Ph. D.
Biola University, USA

Rev. Ralf Meister
Bishop of the
LutheranEvangelical
Church, Hanover

April 21

February 11
“An Idle Tale?” (Lk 24:11)
Reading the Bible With Women

“The Family in the Old Testament:
Sterility and the Fertility of the Covenant”
Sister Yara Matta, Ph. D.

Rev. Dr. J. Dorcas
Gordon
Principal and Associate
Professor of Biblical
Interpretation and
Preaching
Knox College, Troronto,
Canada

May 19
Political Islam:
A History of Sunni Islamist Groups
Prof. Jon Armajani
Professor, Department of Theology
College of St. Benedict, Saint John’s University, MN.,
USA
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Seminary Retreat
The NEST community held its annual Spring Retreat from May 6-8, 2016 at the Schneller School in West Beka’a. Students
and faculty took part and gathered around the theme: “Discover and Develop Your Spiritual Type.” In addition to sessions
of reflection and discussion of the theme, there were times for prayer, singing and outings (walk/picnic lunch in the ‘Ammiq
ecological reserve). The program also included a visit to 2 Syrian refugee camps in the vicinity of the Schneller School. NEST
students prepared games and songs for the children at those two camps. They played sports with them, taught them to sing songs
and finally distributed gifts to each child. It was a real joy and a very moving experience to see our students and faculty members
engaged in caring for and playing with those unfortunate children.

NEST

Listening to Women Refugees

Volleyball Match

Distributing Gifts

Closing Worship
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Resource Center for Christian Education
TEENOLOGY 402, Youth Leaders Training Seminar, was held on March 12, 2016
There were 35 participants who eagerly came for the training;
it was so encouraging to see their passion to learn more,
become better youth leaders and help others learn more about
team building and collaboration.
Mr. Andrew Haddad led this hands-on training.

Andrew Haddad
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NEST Sundays
Every spring semester groups of students and professors visit local churches
and speak about NEST and participate in worship. Three churches were visited this year.

National Evangelical Presbyterian Church, Tripoli

National Evangelical Presbyterian Church, Zahleh

First Armenian Evangelical Church, Ras Beirut

Open House for Prospective Students
N.E.S.T. faculty held an “Open House”
on May 28. The goal was to introduce
some interested young people, mainly
college students or graduates, to what
goes on in a seminary. Young men and
women were hosted for two hours;
they were given a tour of NEST, then
each professor introduced his/her field
for 10 minutes or so, responded to
questions, then all had dinner in the
cafeteria with our current students
where conversation and sharing of
experiences continued.
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Art Lounge

An Art Lounge was started in March 2016. In
cooperation with Ms. Dorothee Beek (EMS), Dr.
Rima Nasrallah has been offering students and
residents a space and a time where free artistic
expression is possible using varying mediums
such as paint, print, wood and metal
On a regular Thursday between 10-12
participants gather, and the session starts with
a 10-minute introduction to the medium to be
used as well as the theme that is to be explored.
Then all get to work in a communal atmosphere
of discovery. Coffee and tea are offered and
participants tend to pause for chatting and
discussing their work as well as issues of their
life. It is an activity that fosters creativity,

creates a warm community spirit, helps studentsparticularly those dealing with difficult issuesto express deep-seated feelings in an alternative
way that enables positive reinforcement of each
other.

NEST
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Christian-Muslim Relations and Dialogue
Trip to Tripoli

The Encounter of Christian and Muslim Religious Colleges and Faculties in Lebanon, of which NEST is a founding
member, organized a student trip to Tripoli on April 16, 2016. Nine Christian and Islamic institutions sent 4 students
and at least one professor each. A total of 46 persons rode together to visit Christian and Islamic sites in Tripoli. Four
of our Arabic-speaking students (2 Synod, 1 Armenian Union, and 1 Lutheran) along with Dr. Peter Ford took part.
It was a rich cultural experience, as well as one in which they were able to meet and interact with Christians and
Muslims from other institutions. The host in Tripoli was the Islamic University of Tripoli.
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Christian-Muslim Relations and Dialogue
Forum of Christian-Muslim Thought
Christian-Muslim dialogue was very active this year at NEST.
Four major events of dialogue took place:

January 7: “Takfir in Islam and Christianity”
with Fr. Antoine Mikhael and Sheikh Basim Itani.

April 5: “Women in Positions of Religious
Leadership”: “Women’s Leadership of Prayer in
Islam (Dr. Husn Abboud) and “Women’s Ordination
in Christianity” (Sister Dr. Wardeh Maksour).

April 14: “Interfaith Dialogue and Religious
Extremism: A Danish Perspective” by Mr. Michael
Aastrup (Danish Member of Parliament) and Dean
Anders Gadegaard (Chairman of National Council
of Churches in Denmark). The Respondent was
Sheikh Mohammad Abou Zaid (Presiding Judge of
Saida Islamic Court.

May 5: “Islam: Religion of Mercy
or Shari’a?”
by Prof. Dr. Mouhanad
Khorchide of Münster University, Germany.
Respondents were Sheikh Mohammad Abou
Zaid (Sunni) and Sheikh Mohammad Hijazi
(Shi‘i).

NEST
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Community Course
Mrs. Shaké Geotcherian Jackson, Instructor in
Christian Education, offered a Community Course
for lay persons at the Armenian Evangelical
Emmanuel Church, Bouchriyyeh (suburb of
Beirut). The course was entitled, “The Learning
Church, The Teaching Church”; it was conducted
over a period of 10 weeks between January 11 and
March 14, 2016. Sixteen men and women attended
regularly and completed the course. On April 18,
the president of NEST and Instructor Geotcherian
held a ceremony at the Emmanuel Church in which
certificates of attendance and participation were
awarded to the 16 persons who had participated in
the course.

President at Princeton Theological Seminary
The president of Princeton Theological
Seminary (PTS) in the USA, Dr. Craig
Barnes, invited all graduates of PTS who
are seminary presidents and principals
in the US and the world to take part in
the annual reunion of graduates as well
as in a Presidents’ Panel Discussion on
May 17, 2016. As a graduate of PTS,
Dr. Sabra responded to the invitation
and travelled to the US to take part in
that event. Nine presidents altogether
participated in a panel discussion on
the future of theological education in a
well-attended session that was also livestreamed. It was an occasion to speak
about the Middle Eastern situation of
Christians and the programs and activities
of NEST, especially in relation to study
opportunities for expatriate students.
Dr. Sabra also had the opportunity to
converse and exchange information
with many presidents of US seminaries
who showed interest in expanding the
theological horizons of their students by
exposing them to other experiences of
theological learning.
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Caring for Displaced Assyrian Women
Students, along with faculty and staff
participation, organized a one-day activity
for women among the displaced Assyrian
families in the in the Beirut suburb of Sadd elBouchriyyeh. The program, which catered to
around 70 women of different ages, included
fellowship around games, singing, and dancing.
It also involved a medical presentation where
basic information about cancer, teeth and skin
care was shared. At the end a gift bag was given
to every woman participant. Since some of the
women had to bring their children (20 in total),
NEST students also planned for a children’s
corner where the children could watch a movie,
then songs were taught, games played, faces
were painted, and cakes and refreshments were
offered. This activity would not have been
possible without the generous donation from
the Outreach Foundation, USA.

Visitors
Pastors from Armenia
In March, NEST received a visit from 5 Evangelical
pastors in Armenia, accompanied by the Rev.
M. Karaguezian and Rev. M. Melkonian. The
Pastors were led by Rev. Kevork Gasparian, the
Chairperson of the church in Armenia. Cooperation
was discussed between NEST and the Armenian
Union in Armenia in terms of sending professors
for short term courses, sending them library books
which are not needed at NEST, and receiving
students in Beirut. One or two students may be sent
to NEST next fall.

Eastminster Presbytery
A group of six members from Eastminster Presbytery, Ohio,
visited NEST in February in order to get to know the seminary
and its ministry of theological education. Accompanied by
Rev. Elmarie Parker, PCUSA’s Middle East Regional Liaison,
the group met with Dr. Sabra, faculty and students.

Outreach Foundation
Marilyn Borst, Associate Director of the Outreach
Foundation, visited the Seminary in April,
accompanied by the Foundation’s Chair of the
Board, Rev. Dr. Ed Hurley, and trustee Jack Baca
and his wife Helen. The visitors attended chapel
service, had lunch with faculty and students, then
spent some time with several Syrian students.
The Outreach Foundation supports scholarships
for students coming from Syria.

Visitors
UCC/Disciples delegation
A leadership Delegation from the United Church of Christ
and Christian Church (Disciples of Christ), including both
churches’ General Ministers and Presidents and several
UCC Conference Ministers and Disciples Regional
Ministers, visited NEST in March 2016. The delegation
was part of the two churches’ Middle East Initiative.
Accompanied by Dr. Peter Makari, Executive Director
for the Middle East and Europe, the 22 person delegation
attended noon prayers, had lunch with students and faculty
members, then had a session with President Sabra about the
work and witness of NEST.

Presbyterian Church in Ireland

MCC visit
Twelve Canadian participants in a Mennonite
Central Committee (MCC) trip to the Middle
East began their visit at NEST in early May and
met with President Sabra, who gave them an
introduction to the political and ecclesial situation
of the Christians in Lebanon and the region, as well
as to the work and role of NEST in this country
and the region.

Rev. Uel Marrs, Global
Mission Secretary of the
Presbyterian Church in
Ireland, visited NEST on
April 14. Rev. Marrs spoke
in the daily chapel service,
then had lunch with
students and faculty and
met with Dr. Sabra for a
discussion of the relations
between NEST and PCI.
The church in Ireland has
been a longtime supporter
of the Seminary, especially
in the area of scholarship
support.

Ms. Shaké Geotcherian, Instructor of Christian Education and
Director of the Center for Christian Education and Women’s Studies,
got married to Mr. Paul David Jackson on Monday 28th of March
2016. The wedding and reception took place at the First Armenian
Evangelical Church and was attended by a host of family and friends,
and the whole community of the N.E.S.T.

NEST
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Mariam Poghosyan
(M. Div. 2004)

The NEST community was very saddened
by the sudden death of one of its young
graduates, Mariam Poghosyan. Mariam,
a citizen of the Republic of Armenia,
had studied at NEST from 2001-2004.
After graduation she went back to serve
in Armenia. She taught for several years
at the Evangelical Academy of Armenia,
and she did part time ministry with the
young adults’ group of her church and
during Sunday worship service. From 2008 – 2011 she worked as
a part time social worker in the charitable organization "ARDA" in
Armenia, and then went into counseling ministry at a local university
in Armenia.
Mariam passed away suddenly in the early hours of January 24, 2016
after suffering a massive heart attack.

William (Bill) Lee Holladay

Professor of Old Testament at NEST
from 1963-1970.
William Lee Holladay, 89, of Amherst,
Massachusetts, died unexpectedly from
an aneurysm on May 6, 2016, with his
loving wife Patricia Appelbaum at his
side. Bill was born on June 23, 1926, in
Dallas, Texas, and grew up in California
Bill graduated from the University of
California at Berkeley in 1948 after serving as a chaplain’s assistant
in the Army. He received a BD from the Pacific School of Religion in
1951 and a ThD from the University of Leyden (Netherlands) in 1958.
From mid-1951 until 1955 he was a pastor in rural California. After
receiving the doctorate, he served as a chaplain at the University of
Colorado at Boulder and then taught at Elmhurst College (Illinois).
From 1963 until 1970, he taught at the Near East School of Theology
in Beirut (Lebanon), an experience that formed him deeply. From
1970 until his retirement in 1997, Bill was Lowry Professor of Old
Testament at Andover Newton Theological School. He continued to
write and teach after retirement.

Kenneth Bailey

Rev. Dr. Kenneth Bailey, former Professor
of New Testament at NEST died on Monday
May 23, 2016 at the age of 85.

Kenneth Bailey was born in Bloomington,
Illinois, but he spent 40 years (1955-1995)
teaching in the Middle East: in Egypt,
Lebanon, Palestine, and Cyprus. He had a
degree in Arabic and literature, in systematic
theology and did his dissertation in the field
of New Testament. He was ordained by the
Presbyterian Church (USA). Since 1962 he
taught at NEST (since 1974 as professor
for New Testament Studies), where he
founded the Institute for Middle Eastern
New Testament Studies. From the year
1985 to 1995 he taught at the Ecumenical
Institute for Theological Research in
Jerusalem. He also taught at Princeton
and was associate professor of theology in
Dubuque, McCormick and Pittsburgh as
well at the Fuller Theological Seminary in
Los Angeles.
In his last years he lived in New
Wilmington, Pennsylvania and was canon
of the Episcopal Diocese of Pittsburgh of
the Episcopal Church (United States).
Our sincerest condolences to Mrs. Bailey,
his daughter Sara and his son-in-law, Rev.
Dr. Victor Makari.

The NEST Board of Managers, in its
meeting of June 3, 2016, decided to hold a
Memorial Service for Dr. Bailey on October
9, 2016 in the Large Chapel.

We continue to depend on your prayers and support. Our ministry is indeed your ministry. You can
continue to support us in any of the following ways:
• Through the PC (USA)
Make your checks payable to:
Indicate on your check:

Mail your contribution to:

Presbyterian Church (USA)

For deposit to ECO 862612 (N.E.S.T., Beirut)
Presbyterian Church (USA)
P.O. Box 643700 Pittsburgh, PA 15264-3700

You will receive a receipt from the office in Louisville for your tax-deductible contribution.
You will also receive a letter of thanks from the President of N.E.S.T..
• Direct checks in the name of N.E.S.T.:
				Near East School of Theology
				P.O. Box 13-5780 Chouran
				Beirut 1102-2070
				Lebanon
• Bank wire transfers:
Byblos Bank, Bliss Branch - Beirut, Lebanon
Account Name: Near East School of Theology
Byblos Bank Swift Code: BYBALBBX
Account #: 475-2100883-008 for Dollars Transfers
Account #: 475-2100883-009 for Euro Transfers
IBAN: LB43003900000004752100883008 for Dollars Transfers
LB16003900000004752100883009 for Euro Transfer

Your contribution is deeply appreciated

If you would like to receive this newsletter electronically, please send us your e-mail address.

Near East School of Theology
P.O. Box 13-5780 Chouran
Beirut 1102-2070
Lebanon

