Christian Education Resource Center
&
Women’s Studies

Dear friends and Partners in Ministry,
Greetings in the name of our Lord Jesus
Christ.
It is with pleasure and joy that I share
with you about our training events where
many leaders come from so many
different churches and denominations to
learn together, fellowship together and
be encouraged to continue with more
enthusiasm
their
ministries.

On Saturday, September 30, 2017, the
Sunday School Teachers Training
seminar was held in the Near East
School of Theology. We had 65
participants who eagerly came for the
training and it was so encouraging to see
their passion to learn more and become
better Sunday School teachers. We are
continuing with our theme of “Joy of
Sunday School”, and this was our 10th
annual training.
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Our facilitator of the day was Ms. Dorothee Beck who led the training of the day.

Session One:
In the first session the participants were introduced to the topic of the day which
was CREATIVE THINKING. After which they separated into five different
groups using the NEST facilities where they had the chance to experience firsthand different methods of creative thinking and how to put it into practice with
themselves and then with the children that they are teaching in Sunday School.

Ms. Dorothee Beck
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Group Work
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After the first session we had a coffee-break.

Session Two:
The second session was presentation time where each of the five groups shared and
explained what they had done and it was also a time of feedback and explanation by
Dorothee.
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And at the end of both sessions we thanked
Ms. Dorothee Beck for an amazing experience
in learning to think creatively when preparing
Bible lessons.
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After both sessions were over the participants went up to the N.E.S.T. dining hall to have
a fellowship lunch where they had more chance to get to know each other and share
stories.

Some of comments from our participants…
 This was a very nice topic and it was very helpful for our ministry to approach
kids in very various ways, to keep them entertained and interested. And it did help
me get out of the box and see the Bible studies in a very different way and
approach the details in a lovely way.
 This training made me think about times I have about the times I have decided that
a certain Bible story is too dry and I can’t be creative in preparing it. Through
this training I realized that I can always find a way to be creative and involve the
students in the process of creativity.
 This training was so helpful because I got to know creative ways to give the
message of God to the Sunday school kids.
 I learned that with creative ideas the child can understand better the message of
God.
 The training was helpful because I learned how I can be creative by using
materials I never thought of using before. It helped to see that using materials
which have nothing to do with the text could help me to give the message to the
kids in a better way.
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 The training was very helpful. It helped trigger our creative thinking and came up
with ideas outside the box. New ways to explain and demonstrate Bible stories so
kids won’t be bored. I will de3finitely use what I learned today in the Sunday
school ministry this year.
 It was helpful for me because we had to think and by that I understood that
everything can be done by creativity and imagination and it helped me understand
that every person has a unique point of view.
 It was helpful to start thinking about new ways of teaching and using different
materials to reach the goal and transmit God’s message.
 It was very helpful. Group work and creativity were used by us so we enjoyed and
felt the importance to use it with the kids.
 It helped me to learn to manage time and benefit from any material. I learned to
work on the objective directly and look at things from a child’s view.
 It was very helpful. It helped me think creatively about preparing lessons from the
Bible and how to ask questions in an effective way.
I do thank God that these training events are possible and have such a foundational
impact on the participating teachers and leaders of children’s groups so that they can put
what they learned here into practice as they minister to children.
I thank you dear friends and partners for your continual support so that we are enabled to
provide such training seminars for the local churches, schools and social centers.
May God bless you and keep you.

Shake` Geotcherian
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Near East School of Theology
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